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It doesn’'t seem like the time to talk about ‘old man winteut it is! The
Museum will close for the winter at the end ofdlag on Sunday, November 13.
Until then, the museum is open Mondays, Fridays and SatsiitD-4 and
Sundays 1-4. During the winter, if you would like to purchsmaething in
the Gift Shop or need information, please contact Ellen Asudeat
home (410-226-5188).

The Museum will be open on Saturday, December 3, from 12 unat@n

6 p.m. to give our members a chance to shop for a vafigijts. Santa will
be arriving in Town Park around 5:30. The Museum windowssbsil
decorated for the season.
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Our Holiday Party for members and guests is scheduled
for Thursday, December 15, at 5:30 p.m. Please put this
date on your calendar and plan to be with us for an
enjoyable time of fellowship, beverages, and special
treats! Watch for more information in your mailbox.
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We know that each of you receive requests from annual gieimpaigns of
many worthy charities. In November you will hear from théd@d Museum
as we, too, depend on your support. We are blessed to hawango m
members and such strong community support. Our Boardtaffds@8ive to
be good stewards of the funds you contribute making every &ffpreserve
Oxford’s unique history. Please keep us in mind as you logkar-end
giving and be as generous as you can when our letter drrigagy
November. Remember, we receive no county, state, araflealesistance and
are solely dependent upon funds received from memberships] giving,
and special events. Thank you for all that you do for us!
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The Oxford Museum collects, records, interprets and shares materials relating
to the history of Oxford, Maryland and the surrounding area. Founded in 1964,
this nonprofit volunteer organization provides resources for historical research
and sponsors a variety of programs, activities, and exhibits to foster knowledge
and appreciation of this community’s people and history.
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Jan Mroczek, President
Henry Hale, Vice President

Pat Jessup, Secretary
Bob Valliant, Treasurer

Ward Bucher Gordon Graves Larry Myers Doreatha Rasin
Ned Crabb Susie Hopkins Nick Nazare Nancy Wilson
Sally Fronk Bill MacFarland Tot O'Mara

Ellen Anderson, Executive Director
Leo Nollmeyer, Curator, Board Emeritus; Jeanne Foster, Board Emeritus

Editors: Larry Denton, Rebecca Gaffney
Contributors: Larry Myers, Pat Jessup, Ellen Anderson
Photo credits: Steve Mroczek, Pat Jessup, Leo Nolimeyer, Brooke Myers
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The Oxford Museum
100 S. Morris Street, PO Box 131, Oxford, MD 21654
410-226-0191 (phone), 410-226-0225 (fax)
www.oxfordmuseum.org, oxford_museum@verizon.net

November is waterfowl month on the Eastern Shore. In ackdgwient,
beginning November 1, a display of about one dozen antique, wQatheda
Goose decoys will appear in the windows of the Oxford Museln@sd decoys
were made for hunting by talented hunters, bay mermgaius from 1865 to
1965 along coastal Virginia, New Jersey and Long Island. érdrast, a
contemporary “decorative” pair will be displayed alongsideatiteques. Entitled
simply “Water Sculpture,” the display of the decoys agairgain background is
designed to allow full appreciation of how these ‘working decbgsame an
inspired art form.

Exhibit curator Larry Myers’
intent is to present “the humble
decoy” as pure visual art - a
timeless sculpture
unencumbered by other hunting
artifacts or complicated
explanations of regional styles
and construction

techniques. “My goal here is to
let the sculptures speak for
themselves, allowing each
person to relate directly and
emotionally to what each maker had in mind and achievété impact,” he
adds, “is magnified by the full size of the geese, whargrarely displayed as a
group because of space constraints. This is an unucuhbitehat smacks you
right in the kisser.”

A veteran collector, Myers explains that the trend ler laist forty years has
been for displays of increasing complexity, emphasiziegnany different
environmental, cultural, and \ -

economic factors that influence
this quintessential American fo
art. “While it is true,” he says,
“that like all folk art, decoys
were made for a basic practica
purpose, luring waterfowl withif
shooting range, it is not true thig
their makers were unmindful ofj
the beauty of the waterfowl
themselves or of their skill in
capturing the essence of the bi
in wood. The best makers were
self-taught artists who were endlessly experimenting thgraddition and
subtraction of detail to achieve the right balance, likamists, between spirit
and reality. That they did this so often with scrap wand hand tools does not
diminish the lofty goal of their ‘call to the sky.” Eachthese creations is a
personal statement, and we can approach them urediiyaon that aesthetic basis.”

The exhibit will remain in place throughout the month of Noler.
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You have driven by it many
times — that little white
building that looks like a

privy near the entrance to the
Masthead Restaurant. In
reality, it is an oyster counting
house where oysterman
brought their catch to be
counted and sold. The house
was built in the early 1970s
and is the last counting house
in the Oxford area that we
know about.

With help from the Saturday
Men’s Breakfast group, the
Museum is organizing a
facelift for the building. It

will be “shored up,” patched

up and repainted, and a plaque reflecting the work wagpleted by the
Oxford Museum will be placed on the building. This projeguss another
of our many efforts to preserve a very important pied@xdbrd history.
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Special thanks to the Oxford Garden Club for their effartssep our little
garden so welcoming. This summer the garden was espdoialy and
colorful. It is enjoyed by many residents and visitorchBaeek, members
of the Garden Club meet to make the weeds disappeartnakend make
the area so delightful. This is another way in which thesé&im partners
with other Oxford organizations. Thank you, Oxford Gar@dub!
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The Oxford Museum is fortunate to have a “Data Divaboard. Chris
Myles-Tochko periodically enters vital computer informatiomur
database. This is a wonderful service for the

museum, and we appreciate Chris volunteering her
time to do this task.

Chris and her husband John came to Oxford in
1992, first on a part-time basis and then later full-
time. She retired as an oceanographer for the Johns
Hopkins University Applied Physics Lab in 2008.
Currently Chris is Assistant Director of Districof

the Federated Garden Clubs of America and co-
chair of the awards committee of the Federated
Garden Clubs of Maryland. As a member of the

Oxford Garden Club, Chris serves as awards
committee chair and co-chair of the yearbook .

We also express appreciation to Janice Gruber who hasihedpe the past
with data entry, and to all of our volunteers who duyaiad of jobs that
keep the museum operating within budget.
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The Museum was recently gifted the following for its adilen:
A series of black & white sketches of Oxford homes by John Moll.

Five pristine Oxford High School graduation programs
from 1896 through 1900.

Beaded purse, c. 1920s owned by Finette (Longfield) Voorhis.

Mrs. Voorhis’ early 1900’s wedding dress and matching hainatires
Museum collection and were featured on the cover of thequeWuseum
brochure. The Longfields lived in Oxford until the 1950s, owrantgarby
farm and two homes on the Strand. One property, the Tved kn, is no
longer standing.

These artifacts are not currently on display but aréadlea for viewing
upon request. They may be used in later exhibits. Doctewdll placed in
the Museum’s permanent archives.

Our gratitude to donors David Hazen, Larry Myers, and N&atman.

John Moll sketch of an Oxford home

1896 graduation program (12" annual) Finette Voorhis’ beaded purse
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We're thrilled theStar Democratstole our reporting thunder with its great

coverage of the Museum'’s fall fundraiser, Piga-Figalisi in their
September 18 issue.

Though the day began with the threat of rain, it endéld 200 people having a
figgin’ good time and the Museum raising the funds needed te tesgap in
operating income for the
year. How fabulous!

In case you missed it, “it”
was a pig roast which
resulted in the “arrest” of all
attendees for violating
Oxford’s first ordinance
(1863) banning pigs from
running loose in town. After

the arrests by police chief Par__ _ _ _
Maxwell (witnessed by town (Bfflcer Maxwell; Board president, Jan Mroczek;

o and Commissioner Carol Abruzzese
commissioners Peter Dunbar,

Gordon Graves, Carol Abruzzese, and Museum Presider¥jréaaek), the
chief fined everyone: all were ordered to buy a raffle ticket

In addition to the pig and

“fixin's,” the event also featured

Oxford’s prolific fruit, the fig.
Chef Lisa MacDougal, assisted
by sous chef Richard Banks,
prepared fig appetizers and a
fig, fennel and arugula salad.
Scottish Highland Creamery’'s
owner, Victor Barlow, provided
ice cream, creating two flavors
for the occasion: fig and
mascarpone, and maple bacon.
And we can't forget the music!
DJ, Eric “Groundhog” Higgins
had folks singing, toe-tapping,
and dancing on the lawn.

Victor Barlow and his Highland Creamery  Our special thanks to Father

Kevin and Barbara Cross, and

the vestry of Holy Trinity for the use of the rectorgpgnds with such beautiful
views of the Tred Avon, and to our friends Lisa and DaRage’s
Tavern/Oxford Inn. We were fortunate to have the supp@bahany to make
this first “signature” event such a great success. Thaualkall for continuing
the community spirit!

The Museum is grateful to the following for their s upport
with the fall fundraiser:

Joanne Boughner (who years ago suggested the museum do a fig festival)

Event Committee: Ellen Anderson, Simon Arnstein, Gordon Graves,
Pat Jessup, Lisa Macdougal, Jan Mroczek, and Dan Zimbelman

Father Kevin and Barbara Cross and the Holy Trinity Church vestry
Victor Barlow, Scottish Highland Creamery
Richard Banks, Joe Sykes, Connie Greenhawk

The Oxford Volunteer Fire Company and Oxford Ladies Auxiliary
Oxford Business Association
Tred Avon Yacht Club (loved the pink pigs!)
The entire Museum Board who supported financially and with time and talent.



