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Samuel Chamberlaine was 17 years old when he arrived in Oxford in 1714 with 
his brother, John. Both were to serve as representatives for merchants in 
Liverpool, England who were eager to compete against London in the lucrative 
colonial tobacco trade. John, a mariner, died in Virginia in 1721 but Samuel 
Chamberlaine lived a full life in Oxford as one of Talbot‘s wealthiest men and a 
colonial trend-setter long before the arrival of Robert Morris in 1738.With this 
piece The Historian begins a series on the Chamberlaine family. 

For over 50 years in the mid-1700s, Samuel Chamberlaine and his sons, Thomas 
and Samuel Jr., served as Deputy Naval Officers for the Port of Oxford, 
collecting port revenues. In fact, when the Continental Congress embargoed trade 
in 1775 and relations with England came to a standstill, it was Samuel 
Chamberlaine, Jr. who cleared the last vessel to appear in the Port of Oxford 
records. 

The Museum has been entrusted with Samuel Chamberlaine, Sr.’s leather bound 
custom’s book which he started in 1722. Entries in the 287-year-old ledger 

document precise details of everyday 
colonial life and the names of those who 
lived it. Different people penned entries, 
most often Chamberlaine himself, but 
sometimes a Tilghman, other times a 
Hollyday. Lord Baltimore’s name appears 
again and again. Payments for purchased 
and delivered goods such as liquor, pitch tar, 
slaves, and tobacco are listed as well as 
details of a trip to England. Sorry, ladies, we 
saw no mention of lace or frilly petticoats, 
but early 18th century penmanship with its 
graceful curlicues and flourishes is hard to 
decipher. 

Historians note that some of Samuel 
Chamberlaine, Sr’s. wealth came from his 
two wives. In 1721 he married Mary Ungle, 

the only child of Squire Robert Ungle of Plain Dealing; after her death in 1726, 
he married Henrietta Maria Lloyd, the daughter and granddaughter of Lloyds of 
Wye. Chamberlaine, Sr. lived at Plain Dealing until his death in 1773. Along with 
his trading company, he owned many slaves and about 5,000 acres of property, 
including a portion of “Arcadia.” 

An original deed of Arcadia, dated November 10, 1681, (almost 60 years before 
Chamberlaine’s purchase) is one of the Museum’s prized possessions and the 
most recent gift from the Chamberlaine family.* This transfer of Arcadia, 
possibly the first since its land grant disposition, was to James Murphey in 
consideration of 7,000 pounds of tobacco. Opened, the crinkly yellowed  
       (con’t on back page)  
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(con’t from front page) 
parchment smoothes out to about 12 x 24 inches, more the size of an artist’s 
canvas than a legal document. Arcadia, meaning “a peaceful place,” was the 
land that today lies adjacent to the 
firehouse. Red wax seals and the 
uneven cut of the top of the deed attest 
to its authenticity. (Cuts of personal 
deeds were matched to the cut on the 
official registered deed.) Samuel 
Chamberlaine, Sr. bought 100 acres of 
the Arcadia tract in September 1739. 
Perhaps he grew tobacco on the land 
for a time, but eventually he gave or 
sold it to Samuel, Jr. 
Between 1771 and 1773, 
Chamberlaine, Jr. built Bonfield 
Manor where he and his wife, 
Henrietta Maria Hollyday, resided. 
They were very much a part of the 
closely knit elite who ruled Oxford’s 
social life. Chamberlaine descendents 
lived at Bonfield for decades through 
the Civil War era. The original 
Bonfield Manor was destroyed by fire 
in 1927. 
*The Arcadia deed is too delicate to put on permanent display at this time but the 
Museum will arrange private viewings upon request. The Museum thanks Linda 
Jefferson and Margaret Wolff for their gifts over the years to our Chamberlaine 
Collection.  
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July through September: Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, and  
Saturdays 10-4, Sundays 1-4 

Samuel Chamberlaine, Sr. 
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This short note is to introduce myself as the new president of the Oxford 
Museum. My undergraduate minor in college was history, and that passion stays 
with me. So I assume this role with enthusiasm and also because of the efforts 
made by so many people in the past. The Museum has a strong volunteer group, 
a decent physical plant, and many wonderful artifacts. We face a tough 
economic climate that may limit some activities and projects; however, we can 
still do some exciting things and have a few great exhibits. 
As president I hope to continue to refine our collection to fit our space 
constraints. I also wish to maintain the tradition, over the last three years, of 
paying down the mortgage. It is hoped that two or three new displays will be 
added over the coming months. I am pleased that membership remains strong, 
and I look forward to a rewarding year.   
Gordon Graves 
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The Annual meeting of the Oxford Museum was held on May 12. Officers  
elected for 2009-2010 were President, Gordon Graves; Vice President, Kathleen 
Kurtz; Secretary, Dorette Murray; and Treasurer, Bob Valliant. Elected for two-
year terms on the Museum board of directors were Susie Hopkins, Nancy 
Wilson, Ned Crabb, and Henry Hale. Appreciation was expressed to Pat Jessup, 
who has been an outstanding president of the Museum for the past two 
years. Job well done, Pat! 
    

Jeanne Foster, Chairman of the Douglas Hanks 
Award Committee, announced the following 
awards:  

Award for Outstanding Restoration  
Edwin Lewis for his meticulous restoration  

of the Amelia C. Ireland House  
at 220 S. Morris Street. 

Award for Outstanding 
Service in Preservation  
Tony Passarella, Claude 
Maechling and the late Ray 
Schucker (accepted by Beth 

Schucker) for the restoration, replacement and building of the unique  
“Oxford Fences.”   
    

Treasurer Bob Valliant reported that as with other non-profits the Museum 
experienced some decline in visitors, gift shop income, donations, and annual 
giving. On a positive note, over the last three years we have been able to pay 
down the mortgage by $21,000, leaving a balance of $179K.  
The outlook for 2009 is good due to the success of the Moll Exhibit. In addition, 
most of our expenses are fixed, and our membership drive appears to be in line 
with last year. The final results for 2009 will depend on visitor traffic this 
summer and a successful annual giving drive in the fall. Remember the Museum 
when you receive your letter. Your consistent support is much appreciated! 
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One lovely, bright morning (long before the 
current “monsoon season”), Doris Gilfillan 
and another Museum member were walking 
down Morris Street discussing the state of 
the union which happened to include 
something about visitors confusing the 
Museum for an antique shop because the 
sign on the door is not highly visible. Doris 
came up with an idea to put the Museum’s 
name on the fringe of the awning. Brilliant! 
The idea’s genius quickly spread.  
Chris Tochko offered to create it, the 
Historic District Commission gave its 
approval and Chris and husband, John, 
installed the signage. Now the Museum’s 
name can be seen from afar. Thanks 
everyone! Don’t you just love it when a 
good plan comes together! 
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In the last issue of The Historian we reported that Nancy and Peter Colket 
donated a marine instrument to the Museum, one of many items they’ve won in 
raffles. Well, gifting it to us (to sell) was definitely one of those “pay-it-
forward” things! Nancy’s winning streak continues: On Oxford Day she won 
two more raffle items. Readers take heed. Give to the Museum and up your 
Karma! 
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Reflecting on the success of the Moll exhibit, Museum president, Gordon 
Graves, expressed appreciation for the outstanding efforts of Larry Myers, 
curator, and his partners Simon Arnstein, Don Duvall, Bernice Duvall, Joan 
Levy, Jane McCarthy and Ellen Anderson.  
“Larry has the vision, and he did an excellent job of researching the Moll 
collection and working personal family information into the display. The 
catalogue* for the exhibit prepared by Larry is a grand achievement.”     
Stuart Parnes, President, Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum, recognized 
Larry’s efforts at an Oxford breakfast on May 16, noting, “We have all been 
dazzled by the Moll Exhibition and recognize that Larry Myers was the moving 
spirit behind the exhibition.” Congratulations Larry! 
*For those interested, a limited number of catalogues may be purchased for $20 each  
  from the Museum. 
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In early May the Museum received a request to help solve a local mystery.   
Several years ago while researching the history of the Church of the Holy 
Trinity, David Hazen discovered that it had been preceded by an earlier (Grace) 
Chapel. From vestry minutes and diocesan reports he learned the history of the 
Chapel but hadn’t found a photograph or learned of its disposition. Hazen 
summarized his findings:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 

   

Other than the aforementioned wedding 
invitation, the Museum could add nothing 
more to the story, so we asked local 
sleuth, Rev. Jay Bunting, to take a crack 
at solving the mystery. A few (hundred) 
keystrokes in a computer search later and 
EUREKA!  He found a small “tintype” 
photograph of Grace Chapel (similar to 
St. Paul’s Chapel in Crownsville, MD 
today) and the plans for Holy Trinity in a 
study of churches designed by Richard 
Upjohn, the popular architect who 
designed both the Chapel and Holy 
Trinity (New York Public Library 
Archives). Mystery almost solved! To 
conclude, do any readers know what 
happened to the Chapel? 

 

THE OXFORD MUSEUM REMEMBERS 
 

MAGENTA YGLESIAS 
 

Beloved Friend and Generous Benefactor 
You will be missed! 

Built in 1879, its location between Market and Wilson Streets north of 
the present Municipal Building, is shown on a map of Oxford included 
in The 1877 Atlases and Other Early Maps of the Eastern Shore of 
Maryland...From there it was moved, probably in 1893, to a site 
somewhere on the Holy Trinity property, and the land on which it had 
been built (that had been donated by Oxford resident, Alexander 
Matthews) sold to help defray the cost of finishing the construction of 
the stone church. In this location it served as the Parish House until it 
was sold to an unspecified buyer and moved from the site in 1915. Its 
(seemingly sole) stained glass window was donated in 1919 to Holy 
Cross Church in Cumberland, MD...The only tangible evidence of its 
existence still extant in Oxford that has so far come to light is its corner 
stone found in the basement of the church and incorporated into the 
wall of the recent addition to the Parish House, and an invitation in the 
Museum’s possession to a November 23, 1887 wedding to be held 
there at 5 o’clock in the morning (so the happy couple could leave on 
their honeymoon on the 10 o’clock steamboat). 

Board members, 
Dorette Murray 
(left) and Doreatha 
Rasin (right) present 
a John Moll sketch 
of Waters United 
Methodist Church to 
Rev. Alma Bouldin, 
who accepted on 
behalf of the church.  


